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ABSTRACT 



A non-completed lottery ticket having a blank region 
adapted for having printed therein information necessary to 
complete the ticket. The necessary information includes 
"play data" used to determine the win/lose outcome of the 
ticket, either "instantly" or at a future date. A lottery ticket 
having a first number concealed with a removable material 
and a blank region adapted for having printed thereon a 
second number, the first and second numbers indicating the 
winAose outcome of the ticket. A method for providing 
completed lottery tickets comprising the steps of: storing a 
partially printed, non-completed lottery ticket; providing a 
terminal coupled to a remotely located computer; and, 
inserting the non-completed lottery ticket into the terminal 
and having the terminal communicate with the remotely 
located computer, the computer supplying to the terminal 
ticket completion information and such terminal then print- 
ing such computer supplied ticket completion information 
onto the non-completed lottery ticket to provide the pur- 
chaser with the completed lottery ticket. Also disclosed is a 
system for dispensing completed lottery tickets from a 
vending machine. The vending machine stores partially 
printed, non-completed lottery tickets. When a lottery ticket 
is purchased from the vending machine, a printer in the 
vending machine prints ticket completion information on the 
stored, non-completed lottery ticket to thereby provide the 
purchaser with a completed lottery ticket. 

33 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets 
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FIG. 2A 
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LOTTERY TICKET AND SYSTEM 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to lottery tickets and 
systems and more particularly to a system for providing 
completed lottery tickets. 

As is known in the art, lottery tickets are sold in a variety 
of ways. One way is over-the-counter and, more recently, 
through vending machines. In both cases, the lottery tickets 
in the store or in the vending machine are completed lottery 
tickets. Therefore, because the lottery tickets shipped to, and 
stored in the stores are already completed, a secure printing, 
packaging, and distribution process is required. This is 
particularly true in the case of the so-called "instant ticket". 
An "instant ticket" is one having "play data" (i.e., bells, 
cherries, bars, etc. To determine a prize) printed on the 
ticket, but concealed with a "scratch-off', or "rub-off' 
material. After purchase, the purchaser removes the con- 
cealing "rub-off" material to expose the "play data" and 
from such data determines the prize, if any. 

Completed lottery tickets are valuable and are therefore 
subject to theft. Further, in the case of the "instant" ticket, in 
order to prevent a non-purchaser in possession of the ticket 
from discovering the concealed "play data", as with some 
type of infrared scanner or by attempting to see through the 
"rub-off* material or by other various ways of compromis- 
ing the "play data" of the ticket, the lottery ticket is printed 
on a relatively expensive foil material or a costly recyclable 
secure card stock. 

As is also known in the art, lottery ticket terminals are 
sometimes used by a clerk to provide a customer purchases 
a completed lottery ticket. For example, the purchaser 
provides information to the clerk who then enters the 
information into a terminal coupled to a remotely located 
lottery organization computer. The computer then causes the 
terminal to print a completed lottery ticket. With such 
arrangement, however, because the clerk must enter the 
information into the terminal, other customers in-line who 
may be purchasing non-lottery ticket items, must wait for the 
lottery ticket purchase to be completed before they can 
check-out. 

As noted above, in some cases the completed lottery 
tickets are sold through vending machines. Upon receipt of 
the purchase price, the vending machine dispenses one of its 
stored, completed lottery tickets. One advantage of a vend- 
ing machine is that lottery tickets can be purchased without 
requiring the assistance of a behind-the -counter clerk. 
Furthermore, the vending machine need not be located at the 
check-out counter but may be located inside the store but 
away from the check-out counter to expedite traffic and sell 
more tickets. Further, the vending machines may be located 
in a kiosk at a mall or airport, for example. Unfortunately, 
the owner of the vending machine, particularly one located 
in the kiosk, runs the risk that it, along with its completed 
lottery tickets, may be stolen. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

With this background of the invention in mind, it is 
therefore an object of this invention to provide an improved 
lottery ticket. 

It is also an object of this invention to provide an 
improved lottery ticket system. 

It is another object of this invention to provide an 
improved system for dispensing completed lottery tickets. 

It is another object of the invention to provide an 
improved lottery ticket terminal for providing completed 
lottery tickets. 
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It is another object of this invention to provide an 
improved lottery ticket vending machine. 

These and other objects of the invention are attained 
generally by providing a lottery ticket having a blank region 

5 adapted for having printing thereon information necessary to 
complete the ticket. In a preferred embodiment, such infor- 
mation is "play data" used to determine the win/lose out- 
come of the ticket, either "instantly" or at a future date. 
In accordance with another feature of the invention, a 

10 lottery ticket is provided having a first number concealed 
with a removable material and a blank region adapted for 
having printed thereon a second number, the first and second 
numbers indicating the win/lose outcome of the ticket. 
In accordance with another feature of the invention, a 

3S method for providing completed lottery tickets comprises 
the steps of: storing a partially printed, non-completed 
lottery ticket; providing a terminal coupled to a remotely 
located computer; and, inserting the non-completed lottery 
ticket into the terminal and having the terminal communi- 
cate with the remotely located computer, the computer 

20 supplying to the terminal information necessary for com- 
pleting the non-completed lottery ticket, such terminal then 
printing such computer supplied information onto the 
inserted, non-completed lottery ticket to provide the com- 
pleted lottery ticket. 

25 With such an arrangement, completed lottery tickets are 
not stored prior to purchase; but rather, only during purchase 
is the stored, non-completed lottery ticket printed with 
information necessary to provide the purchaser with a com- 
pleted lottery ticket. It this way, if the non-completed tickets 
are stolen, the thief will not be in possession of completed 
lottery tickets. 

In accordance with another feature of the invention, the 
non-completed lottery ticket is provided with preprinted 

35 information only partially indicative of the win/lose out- 
come of the ticket. During purchase, the ticket is printed 
with additional information necessary for the purchaser to 
then instantly determine the win/lose outcome of the pur- 
chased ticket. 

40 In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the non- 
completed lottery ticket is provided with a pre-printed, 
concealed "mystery" number and when completed, is 
printed with at least one other lottery, or "lucky" number. 
When the concealed number is exposed, as when "rub-off' 

45 material concealing such pre-printed number is removed, the 
purchaser is now able to determine whether the "mystery" 
number and the lottery "lucky" number match, and therefore 
whether the ticket is entitled to a prize. 

In accordance with another feature of the invention, a 

50 lottery ticket terminal is provided for storing non-completed 
lottery tickets accessible by a purchaser. The terminal has a 
currency receiver, typically a slot, for receiving payment for 
a stored ticket. The terminal also has a port, typically a slot, 
for receiving the stored ticket. When received, a printer in 

55 the terminal prints information on the received, non- 
completed lottery ticket to thereby provide the purchaser 
with a completed lottery ticket. 

In accordance with another feature of the invention, a 
system is provided for dispensing completed lottery tickets 

60 from a vending machine, The vending machine stores par- 
tially printed, non-completed lottery tickets. When a lottery 
ticket is purchased from the vending machine, a printer in 
the vending machine prints information on the stored, non- 
completed lottery ticket to thereby provide the purchaser 

65 with a completed lottery ticket. 

With such an arrangement, the vending machine does not 
store a completed lottery ticket; but rather, the vending 
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machine prints completed lottery tickets only when such information to complete the lottery ticket to terminal 14. The 

lottery tickets are purchased. In this way, if the vending terminal 14 includes a printer 19 which then prints the 

machine is stolen, the thief will not be in possession of computer 18 supplied "play data" and ticket completion 

completed lottery tickets. information onto the non-completed lottery ticket 12 (FIG. 

r 5 2A) to provide the purchaser with the completed lottery 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING ticket 22 (FIG. 2B). 

More particularly, the bar code 16 read by the terminal 14 

The foregoing features of this invention, as well as the indicates to the computer 18 the type and exact identity of 

invention itself, may be more fully understood from the the purchased The typ e of lottery game in this 

following detailed description read together with the accom- iq cxample ^ a « Fivc Play Lotto" game. The computer 18 then 

panying drawings, in which: obtains "play data" and the necessary information to com- 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a lottery system according to plete the ticket from its database and returns such "play 

the invention; data" and ticket completion information to the terminal 14. 

FIG. 2A is a pre-printed non-completed lottery ticket Printer 19 of terminal 14 then prints the "play data" 26a, 266 

adapted for use in the lottery system of FIG. 1; is and ticket completion information 20a, 206 onto the inserted 

FIG. 2B is the lottery ticket of FIG. 2A after having been ticket. Here the ticket completion information is in both a 

completed by the system of FIG. 1 printing information on bar code format 20a (FIG. 2B) and a human readab e format 

the ticket necessary to complete the ticket; 206, as shown. terminal i 14, after prmting the ticket 

n „ ^ . . , , . CT tj„ - 0 ft completion information 20a, 206, now returns a completed 

FIG. 2C is the completed lottery ticket of FIG. 2B after a F ' 'wi„ ; n nr, on tn ihr 

pre-printed concealed "mystery" number has been exposed *° 22 ' shoWn m ° rC ^ m FI ° 2B ' * 

by removing "rub off' material from such ticket; ^^particularly, the non-completed lottery ticket 12 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a lottery ticket system ^ 2A) fe provided with p re .printed information which 

according to another embodiment of the invention; on]y partially mdicates the win/lose outcome of the ticket. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of portions of one of the lottery ^ During purchase (i.e, either before or after payment), the 

ticket vending machines used in the lottery ticket system of ticket 12 is then printed with additional information (i.e., the 

FIG. 3; "play data" 26a, 266) necessary for the purchaser to 

FIG. 5 is a display of single non-completed lottery tickets; instantly determine the win/lose outcome of the purchased 

FIGS. 6A and 6B are fan folded non-completed lottery ticket. More particularly, lottery ticket 12 has a first number, 

tickets stored in a terminal according to the invention; 30 here a "mystery" number concealed with a removable 

FIG. 7 is a lottery ticket terminal in accordance with an material here a conventional rub-off material 24 and a blank 

alternative embodiment of the invention; ^ 29 adapted for having printed thereon durmg 

. t purchase, a second number, here the "play data is a lucky 

FIG. 8A is a pre-printed non-completed lottery ticket ^ fifst and mmbcjs {n6[c ^ the win/k)Se 

adapted for use m the lottery system of FIG. 7; 35 outcome of the ticket For example, the non-completed 

FIG. 8B is the lottery ticket of FIG. 8A after having been lottery ticket u (piG. 2A) is provided with a pre-printed 

completed by the system of FIG. 7 printing information on "mystery" number concealed by "rub-off" material 24. 

the ticket necessary to complete the ticket. When inserted into terminal 14, the terminal 14 reads the 

. . unique ticket serial number encoded into the bar code 16. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 4Q ^ read information fc tanimittcd t0 the computer 18. 

EMBODIMENTS FrQm tfae transmiUed information, the computer 18 

Referring now to FIG. 1, a system 10 for providing a determines, as noted above, the type and exact identity of the 

completed lottery ticket is shown. A partially printed, non- ticket. The computer 18 then obtains the remaining "play 

completed lottery ticket 12, shown more clearly in FIG. 2A, data" 26, (i.e., here a pair of lottery, or "lucky" numbers 26a, 

is stored typically near the check-out counter, not shown, of 45 2 66, as shown) either by accessing file data or by randomly 

a supermarket or variety store. During the purchase of the generating the remaining "play data". The remaining "play 

non-completed lottery ticket 12 (i.e, either before or after data" 26a, 266 (or a lottery number) is then transmitted to 

payment), the purchaser, or selling agent, inserts it into a slot the terminal 14 where it is printed onto the blank region 29 

13 provided in a terminal 14. The terminal 14 is typically of inserted ticket along with the ticket completion informa- 

located behind, or aside of the check-out counter. Upon 50 tion 20a, 206. That is, the blank region 29 is printed with the 

receipt of non-completed lottery ticket 12 though slot 13, an pair of "lucky" numbers. The ticket completion information 

indication circuit 15 produces a control signal. The indica- identifies the terminal 14 along with the date and the time of 

tion circuit is of any conventional design which detects that day the ticket was processed. During this process, the 

a slip, here the non-completed lottery ticket 12, has been computer 18 compares the original "play data" (i.e, the 

inserted into slot 13. The control signal is fed to a computer- 55 concealed "mystery number" 246 unique to the purchased 

printer interface circuit 17. The interface circuit 17 may be ticket and known by the computer 18 because of the read 

of any conventional design currently used at a counter where code 16) with the transmitted remaining "play data" 26a, 

lottery tickets are sold over-the-counter at an "on-line" 266 to identify the ticket's win/lose status. If the ticket is a 

terminal. The interface circuit 17 initiates communication winning ticket, the appropriate file at the lottery organization 

between a remotely located computer 18, here located at an 60 computer 18 is updated. When the concealed "mystery" 

office of the lottery organization, and the printer 19 via number 266 is exposed, as when "rub-off" material 24 

telephone line 23. Alternatively, the communication may be concealing such pre-printed "mystery" number is removed 

by radio (i.e., wireless transmissions) or by cable. The by the purchaser, as shown in FIG. 2C, the purchaser is now 

terminal 14 reads a unique bar code 16 (FIG. 2A) pre-printed able to instantly determine whether ticket 22 is entitled to a 

on the non-completed ticket 12. The read bar code 16 is 65 prize. Here, because the exposed "mystery" number 246, 

transmitted to computer 18 via telephone line 23. The "11 16 27 31 39," matches the second "lucky number" 266, 

computer 18 then supplies "play data" and the necessary the ticket 22 is a prize winning ticket. Here, an "Instant 



02/26/2004, EAST Version: 1.4.1 



5,772,510 

5 6 

Jackpot" payoff 21 and jackpot drawing date 25 are also produces a control signal. The control signal is fed to a 

printed, as shown in FIG. 2B. computer-printer interface circuit 52. The interface circuit 

^ \ ^ * iu *™w tu~ ti^ot -j-7 ; n ir* do* 1 1 of 52 may be of any conventional design currently used at a 

The clerk must then re-insert the ticket 22 into slot 13 o J ^ ^ m ^ 0 % er . tne . counter . Here , 

terminal 14 for "prize validation . (It should be noted that ^ Qf > ^ a ^ fof example) tQ 
ticket completion is the process of completing the non- t of a ]q ^ and initia(e 
completed lottery ticket 12 into a complete lottery ticket 22 communication between a printer/ticket terminal at the 
A competed lottery ticket 22 has been printed with all C0U nter and the lottery organization computer 18, the control 
information necessary to be eligible for redemption by the gignal produced by the payment indication circuit 50 causes 
lottery organization. "Prize" validation occurs when a prize ^ drcuit 52 to initiate communication between 
winning completed lottery ticket has been presented to the ^ OT ter 18 and me printer 19 0ncc commun i C ation is 
lottery organization so that the ticket owner may collect esta51ished) me printer 19 prints information received from 
his/her prize). Once the purchaser has removed the rub-ofl me computer lg t0 comp i et e the partially pre-printed, non- 
material'^ and determined that the ticket is a winning completed lotte ry ticket 12 and thereby provide a completed 
ticket, the ticket is re-inserted into slot 13 of terminal 14. 1q tickel 22 as described above in connection with FIG. 
When the «rub-off" material 24 is removed, a "prize" 2 B. As noted above, each one of the non-completed lottery 
validation number 24a is also exposed. The bar codes 16 and u or lfae ^ QJ fan . folded stack 0 f paper 18 may be 
20a is again read and the clerk key pads in the prize pre .f 0 rmed with a conventional "nib-off" material 26 con- 
validation number 24a, both of which are transmitted back cea]ing & « mystery » prize> as desc ribed above. In such case, 
to the computer 18 for "prize validation". The computer 18 ^ computer would als0 lransm i t additional information, 
now knows that the "rub-off" material 24 has been removed. guch a& remaining « pky data » 2 6a, 2 6b (i.e., one or more 
This ensures that the system 10 is not compromised by 1q «i ucky » numbers) and such additional information 
purchasers trying to "prize validate" tickets prior to removal wouJd be printed Qn tfae ticket n as described above . Thus, 
of the "rub-off" material 24. the vendi[lg mac hines 34 are, like the terminal 14, terminals 

Referring now to FIG. 3, a vending machine system 10' coupled to the remotely located computer 18. 

for providing the completed lottery tickets 22 (FIG. 2B) is A ^ £T purcnase and printing, the non-completed lottery 

shown. Such system 10' includes the computer 18 at an tickets 12 are advanced on the roll thereof by printer 19 in 

office of the lottery organization. The system 10' also & conventional continuous feed manner so that the ticket 

includes a plurality of vending machines 34 located passcs through a lottery ticket dispensing slot 13' provided 

remotely from the computer 18. The vending machines 34 ^ m tne vendm g machine 14, as shown. The purchaser is 

may be located within a store, here in a drug store, grocery thereby able to tear-off the purchased completed ticket 22 

store, gas station, or may be located unattended in a mall passe d through slot 13' along the perforations 40 in a 

kiosk. conventional manner, remove the "rub off" material, and 

Referring now also to FIG. 4, each one of the vending instantly determine the prize win/lose status of the ticket as 

machines 34 stores therein a printable medium, here a roll of 35 de scribed above. Therefore, with system 10', the vending 

continuous feed ticket stock 38. Alternatively, a fan-folded machine 34 does not store, prior to purchase, completed 

stack of ticket stock may be used as shown in FIGS. 6Aand lottery tickets; but rather, the vending machine 34 prints 

6B. The roll, or fan-folded stack of ticket stock 38 provides completed lottery tickets only after purchase. In this way, if 

a continuous series of partially pre-printed, non-completed the vending machine 34 is stolen, the thief will not be in 

lottery tickets 12 (FIG. 2A) separated one from another by 4Q possession of completed lottery tickets 22. 

any conventional means, here, for example, by perforations Referring now to FIG. 7 a terminal 60 is shown having 

40, as shown in FIG. 4. As noted above, the stored, partially stacks of different types of non-completed lottery tickets 12'. 

pre-printed, non-completed lottery tickets 12 are not the tickets 12' are accessible by purchasers. Here tickets 12' 

completed lottery tickets 22 in their pre-printed form; but, are similar to the tickets 12 shown in FIG. 2A except that 

rather, will only become completed lottery tickets 22 when 45 t hey do not have a "mystery" number and therefore do not 

purchased, in a manner to be described. nave "nib -off* material 24. They do have the bar code 16 

Each one of the vending machines 34, or terminals, like and the blank region 29'. A purchaser selects the desired 

terminal 14 (FIG. 1) also includes a printer 19 adapted for ticket 12' from the rack and inserts it into slot 13. The bar 

coupling to the computer 18 via a telephone line 23, radio, code 16 is read by indication circuit 15, as described above 

or cable, in a conventional manner, as, for example, the 50 in connection with FIG. 1. A control signal is produced by 

manner currently in use to couple a point-of-sale (i.e., circuit 15. The control signal is fed to a computer-printer 

over-the-counter) lottery ticket dispenser to a lottery orga- interface circuit 17. After communication with the lottery 

nization computer 18. The printer 19 may be a continuous organization computer 18, as described above, the computer 

feed dot matrix printer, thermal printer, or an ink jet printer. 18 sends to the interface 17 ticket completion information 

The roll, or fan-folded stack of paper 38, with the partially 55 necessary to provide a completed lottery ticket (i.e., the 

pre-printed, non-completed lottery tickets 12 (FIG. 2A, are ticket completion information 20a, 206, described above in 

loaded onto the printer 19 in a conventional manner. Thus, connection with FIG. 2B) and "play data" 26', here a 

as shown in FIG. 4 the non-completed lottery tickets 12 are randomly selected lottery drawing number in blank region 

here of the type described above in connection with FIG. 29*. The computer 18 also sends information to the interface 

2A). 60 17 which indicates the proper price for the selected ticket. 

Further, each one of the vending machines 34 includes a The payment indication circuit 50 provides an indication of 

slot 48 for receiving a form of payment for a completed the amount of money inserted into slot 48 by the purchaser, 

lottery ticket 22 being purchased. For example, the slot 48 If the proper price has been paid, printer 19 prints the ticket 

may be adapted to receive currency (i.e., bills or coins), completion information 20a, 20b and the randomly selected 

credit card or debit card. Upon receipt of payment of the 65 lottery drawing information (i.e., the "play data 26). 

proper amount for the completed lottery ticket 22 being Having described a preferred embodiment of the 

purchased, a conventional payment indication circuit 50 invention, other embodiments will now become readily 
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apparent to those of skill in the art. It is felt, therefore, that 
the invention should not be restricted to the disclosed 
embodiments, but, rather, should be limited only by the spirit 
and scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A method for providing a completed lottery ticket 
comprising the steps of: 

storing a partially printed, non-completed lottery ticket, 
the lottery ticket having a first area and a second area, 
one of the first and second areas being concealed, 
wherein the first area has pre-printed data; 

providing a terminal adapted for communication with a 
remotely located computer; and, 

inserting the non-completed lottery ticket into the termi- 
nal and having the terminal communicate with the 
remotely located computer, the computer supplying to 
the terminal information necessary to provide a com- 
pleted lottery ticket, wherein such supplied information 
includes supplied data, and such terminal then printing 
the supplied data onto the second area wherein after 
said one of the first and second areas being concealed 
is revealed, such supplied data, if matched with the 
pre-printed data indicates the ticket as a winning ticket 

2. The method recited in claim 1 wherein the stored, 
non-completed lottery ticket is provided with a pre-printed, 
concealed "mystery" number and the additional information 
supplied by the computer includes at least one "lucky" 
number and wherein the terminal prints the at least one 
"lucky" number onto the non-completed lottery ticket, such 
"lucky" number, if matched with the "mystery" number 
indicates the ticket as a winning ticket. 

3. The method recited in claim 1 wherein the stored lottery 
ticket has printed thereon a unique ticket bar code number 
and wherein the terminal reads such printed serial number 
and communicates the read bar code number to the com- 
puter. 

4. The method recited in claim 3 wherein the computer 
provides the information to the terminal in response to the 
read serial number. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of: 
updating information in the remotely located computer in 

response to a winning ticket. 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the first area is 
concealed. 

7. A method for providing a lottery ticket comprising the 
steps of: 

storing a lottery ticket having printed thereon only a 
portion of data necessary to determine a win/lose 
outcome of the ticket, the lottery ticket having a first 
area and a second area, one of the first and second areas 
being concealed, wherein the first area has pre-printed 
data; 

providing a terminal adapted for communication with a 
remotely located computer; and, 

inserting the lottery ticket into the terminal and having the 
terminal communicate with the remotely located 
computer, the computer then supplying to the terminal 
additional data and such terminal then printing such 
computer supplied additional data onto the second area 
of the inserted lottery ticket to provide the ticket with 
sufficient information to determine the win/lose out- 
come of the ticket wherein after said one of the first and 
second areas being concealed is revealed, the computer 
supplied additional data, if matched with the pre- 
printed data indicates the ticket as a winning ticket. 

8. The method recited in claim 7 wherein the stored lottery 
ticket has printed thereon a unique ticket serial number and 
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wherein the terminal reads such printed serial number and 
communicates the read serial number to the computer. 

9. The method recited in claim 8 wherein the portion of 
the data on the stored ticket is a concealed number. 
5 10. The method recited in claim 9 wherein the computer 
provides the additional data to the terminal in response to the 
read serial number and wherein the terminal prints the 
additional data on the inserted ticket. 

11. The method recited in claim 10 wherein the stored 
10 lottery ticket has removable material disposed over the 

concealed number. 

12. The method of claim 7 further comprising the step of: 
updating information in the remotely located computer in 

response to a winning ticket. 

13. The method of claim 7 wherein the first area is 
concealed, 

14. A method for providing completed lottery tickets from 
a vending machine comprising the steps of: 

printing data, at the vending machine, on a purchasable 
lottery ticket disposed in the vending machine to pro- 
vide a printed lottery ticket, the lottery ticket having a 
first area and a second area, one of the first and second 
areas being concealed, wherein the first area has pre- 
printed data, the printed data being printed onto the 
second area wherein after said one of the first and 
second areas being concealed is revealed, such printed 
data, if matched with the pre-printed data indicates the 
ticket as a winning ticket, and such printed data being 
printed in response to such vending machine receiving 
an indication that a lottery ticket is being purchased 
from the vending machine, such information complet- 
ing the purchased lottery ticket and; 
dispensing such printed lottery ticket from the vending 
machine. 

15. The method of claim 14 wherein a remotely located 
computer supplies the data printed onto the second area of 
the lottery ticket. 

16. The method of claim 15 further comprising the step of: 
updating information in the remotely located computer in 

response to a winning ticket. 

17. The method of claim 14 wherein the first area is 
concealed. 

18. A system for providing completed lottery tickets, 
comprising: 

a printable medium having pre-printed thereon a portion 
of a lottery ticket, such pre-printed lottery ticket being 
a non-completed lottery ticket having a first area and a 
second area, one of the first and second areas being 
concealed, wherein the first area has pre-printed data; 
a printer adapted to print on the printable medium; and 
means for enabling the printer to print, when the non- 
completed lottery ticket is purchased, additional mate- 
rial onto the second area of the pre-printed printable 
medium to convert the printable medium into the 
completed lottery ticket, wherein such additional mate- 
rial includes data and wherein, after said one of the first 
and second areas being concealed is revealed, such 
additional data, if matched with the pre-printed data 
indicates the ticket as a winning ticket. 

19. The system recited in claim 17 wherein the printed 
information includes date and time of ticket purchase. 

20. The system of claim 18 wherein a remotely located 
computer supplies the data printed onto the second area of 
the lottery ticket. 

21. The system of claim 20 wherein the enabling means 
further comprises means for communicating, in response to 
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a winning ticket, with the remotely located computer to 
update information in the remotely located computer. 

22. The system of claim 18 wherein the first area is 
concealed. 

23. A system for providing completed lottery tickets, 5 
comprising: 

(a) a computer; 

(b) a printable medium adapted to provide a lottery ticket, 
the printable medium having pre-printed thereon a 
portion of a lottery ticket, such pre-printed lottery ticket 1 
being a non-completed lottery ticket having a first area 
and a second area, one of the first and second areas 
being concealed, wherein the first area has pre-printed 
data; J$ 

(c) a printer adapted for coupling to the computer and 
adapted to print data, when a lottery ticket is purchased, 
from the computer on the printable medium in response 
to signals coupled to the printer from the computer; 

(d) means for enabling the printer to print the data from 2 o 
the computer onto the second area of the printable 
medium to provide a completed valid lottery ticket, 
wherein after said one of the first and second areas 
being concealed is revealed, such data, if matched with 
the pre-printed data indicates the ticket as a winning 25 
ticket. 

24. The system recited in claim 18 wherein the printed 
information includes a lottery number. 

25. The system recited in claim 23 wherein the first area 

is a "rub-off" region and the pre-printed data includes a 30 
number disposed under the "rub-off" region. 

26. The system of claim 23 wherein the computer is a 
remotely located computer. 



27. The system of claim 26 wherein the enabling means 
further comprises means for coupling, in response to a 
winning ticket, with the remotely located computer to 
update information in the remotely located computer. 

28. The system of claim 15 wherein the first area is 
concealed. 

29. A method for providing a completed lottery ticket 
from a vending machine comprising the steps of: 

storing in the vending machine a partially printed, non- 
completed lottery ticket, the lottery ticket having a first 
area and a second area, one of the first and second areas 
being concealed, wherein the first area has pre-printed 
data; and, 

completing the non-completed lottery ticket when a lot- 
tery ticket is purchased from the vending machine, by 
printing additional data onto the second area, wherein 
after said one of the first and second areas being 
concealed is revealed, such additional data, if matched 
with the pre-printed data indicates the ticket as a 
winning ticket. 

30. The method recited in claim 29 wherein the step of 
completing includes the step of receiving ticket completion 
information from a remotely located computer. 

31. The method of claim 29 wherein a remotely located 
computer supplies the data printed onto the second area of 
the lottery ticket. 

32. The method of claim 31 further comprising the step of: 
updating information in the remotely located computer in 

response to a winning ticket. 

33. The method of claim 29 wherein the first area is 
concealed. 
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